Hi B{111, I've Just retyrned from a fairly long session at WHO/Gemeva, which as
Yyou kmow had preempted my particicatiomn at the SUMEX=AIM workshop, I hope soon
to be briefed by my colleagues here on how that went) meanwhile I seek your
advice on some other matters related to WHO,

Mahler (the still fairly 'mew' directoregeneral of WHO) has asked me
te return {n September for 223 weeks to sServe as am Informal staff to him in
thinkimg through WHO's mew orientatiom for the mext S years, As you may know he
is a passionmate ==~ one dare=say 'driven'! == personality determined to do
something consequential for public health, regardless of political obstacles
to him, He has mot beem too keem on research as an answer, byt has qradually
been re=educatedabout relevanmce, particularly im response to some nmew
injtiatives that a group of us have beem formulating about 'parasitic! disease
which of course predominates a0 (ntemsely (n the poor, tropical eountries,
There are also some very excitimg new developments about the use of genmetic
hybrids of E, eol{ x Salmeonella typhi, and ame'ogous things with cholera and
dysentery for producing live=vaccimes for these large scale killers,

For mow al! this has 1ittle to do with SUMEX=AIM, comsidering how
difficult {t {s to get mych lower levels of sophistication to am operational
leve! [though 1 think our telecomferencing cou'd be used to very great
efficaey and ecomomy in the way WHO works from day to day) and I am very sure
there will be many other wrinkles,) )

What I am askimg you about {s who in NIH I might be talkimg to
(auietlyl) fer sources of radical new but good {deas imn world health programs,
There I8 nothinmg to 1imit this to lab, research) {mn fact Mahler himself is
mostly focussed on healthwSERVICES amd mampower upgrading, as vou might (magine
but there are mo fixed Jimits to the discussion,

It is mot settled that I will take this om [it would be & substantia!
bi{te imto my tlmo amd emeray during the mext year)s this depemds mostly on
whether 1 can fornu!ate any ideas that ]I would give mych credit to myself$,

But {t does seem like a potenmtially highwyleld ecoportumity te respond to a
tremendous challenge,

In some ways, the WORLD health system would be easier to model inte
an {nductive imferenmce pPlanning system tham more )ocal {ssyes, because onre
would be workimg only with the largere=scale comceapts == byt ] have no {llysions
about being able to program this very usefyully at the present leve! of our
art, But to 1)lustrate ar example of 'combinatorial! (hence mechanizable)
inference, it did oceur to me to Yook into WHO tryimg to sponsor a pharma=
ceutical development cooperative imdustry, to be a publicesector response to
the kinds ef problems that private=enterprise [with FDA on its back) is
really structurally unable to handle, ‘

Need ] say that TESTING syeh hypotheses (s perhaos ever more difficult
tham a2 molecular formulta im DENDRALY Ve
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